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A Critical Study of Robert Spencer’s Views on the prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) and His Relations with the Jews of Medina in

His Book The History of Jihad
Dr. Ban Sadiq Eidan
Al-Mustansiriyah University / College of Arts

Abstract:

The relationship between the Noble Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him
and his family) and the Jews has received considerable attention from Orientalists,
who focused on this subject in order to cast doubt on the biography of the Prophet
of Islam (peace be upon him and his family) and to distort his image by attributing
various accusations to him, such as cruelty and bloodshed. In doing so, they relied
on what they perceived as gaps within some of our historical narrations, which they
exploited to attack Islam and the Prophetic biography. Indeed, they succeeded in
entrenching the image they constructed within the Western intellectual
environment.

This study examines, through critical analysis, the views and propositions of the
American Orientalist Robert Spencer regarding the relationship between the Noble
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him and his family) and the Jews. These views
constitute part of his intellectual framework aimed at undermining the character of
the Prophet, relying on selective readings based on partial and fragmented
(quotation) of texts from the Prophetic biography. This necessitates a re-
examination and critique of his propositions through the application of historical-
critical methodologies, with the aim of re-presenting the purified Prophetic
biography in light of its Qur’anic and humanitarian objectives, which are founded
upon mercy and justice.

The research plan consists of an abstract, an introduction, three main sections,
and a conclusion that presents the most significant findings of the study, in addition
to recommendations and a list of sources and references.

Keywords : Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), Orientalism, Prophetic Biography
(Sirah), Jews, Robert Spencer.
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