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Asst. Lect. Randa Mohsen Ali Abd
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Abstract:

The nature of the Spanish-Ottoman conflict over Tunisia's strategic location,
which the two sides occupied repeatedly, was due to the weakness of the hafsid
state, its inability to defend the country and confront foreign ambitions, and its
reliance on the Spanish. It was natural for the Ottoman state to annex Tunisia to its
possessions. This sparked a wave of anger among Spanish foreigners, as the
Spanish king believed that the fall of Tunisia to the Ottomans threatened Sicily,
Naples, Malta, and Tripoli, which was under the control of the Knights of Malta. It
also harmed their commercial interests in the Mediterranean, as trade there would
be under Ottoman control. The Spanish exploited the opportunity of their presence
on the eastern Tunisian coast following the campaign of Charles V in 1535 AD,
which led to Khair ad-Din's retreat to his positions in Algeria. Given the importance
of Tunisia's location, Alj Ali worked to strengthen its defenses before leaving it,
leaving an army of five thousand men distributed among several battalions called
"Ojak" (ojak-e-jak), all of which were ruled by a commander named "Ojak Pasha."
Sinan Pasha succeeded in tightening the noose around the Spanish garrisons. Until
it surrendered to the Ottoman army, Prince Muhammad al-Hafsi was arrested and
sent to Istanbul, and thus the page of Hafsid rule in Tunisia was turned after they
had ruled the country for nearly three hundred and fifty years.

Keywords: Ottomans, Tunisia, Hafsids, Spaniards, Deys, Economic Life,
Social Life.
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