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The Symbolism of the Swastika in Islamic Art:

Selected Models
Assist. Lect. Abeer Ahmed Jassim
University of Mosul/ College of Archaeology

Abstract:

his study examines the symbolism of the swastika motif in Islamic art through
selected examples including coinage, architecture, and various artistic forms. It
focuses on the meanings associated with the symbol, such as good fortune, fertility,
longevity, and continuity of life, and analyzes the transmission of symbols from
earlier civilizations and their reformulation within the Islamic artistic aesthetic.

The research adopts a historical-analytical approach to trace the development of
symbolic usage over time, as well as a descriptive method to provide precise
documentation of Islamic coins and their inscriptions on the obverse, reverse, and
marginal legends. The findings show that the swastika functioned as an authentic
decorative element with multiple symbolic meanings, and its continuity across
different art forms reflects the ability of Islamic civilization to aesthetically and
symbolically adapt earlier motifs.

Keywords: Islamic coinage, swastika motif, Islamic art, geometric ornament,
artistic symbolism.
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