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Abstract:
This research aims to study the role of digital media in promoting community
awareness and countering intellectual extremism in the Iragi context, focusing on
youth as the most frequent users and interactors with digital media. The research
employed a descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing a questionnaire as the
primary data collection tool. The sample consisted of 200 male and female
students from the College of Education for Humanities at Anbar University.
The results showed that digital media effectively contributes to disseminating
positive values, promoting a culture of dialogue and tolerance, and increasing
awareness of the dangers of intellectual extremism. It also plays a significant role
In countering extremist ideology by exposing the methods of extremist groups
and intellectually fortifying young people. The study highlighted several
challenges hindering the effectiveness of digital media, most notably the
exploitation of digital platforms by extremist groups, weak content moderation,
and the spread of misinformation.
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The research concluded that there is a strong and statistically significant positive
relationship between the use of digital media and the promotion of community
awareness and the countering of intellectual extremism. Each increase in digital
media use contributes to a tangible increase in the level of awareness and
intellectual immunity among young people. The research also recommended the
adoption of organized and strategic digital media policies to enhance awareness-
raising content, raise the level of digital oversight, and direct digital media to
serve society in confronting intellectual extremism.

Keywords: Digital media — Intellectual extremism — Social media.
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