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Abstract

This study examines the issue of the differences in the genealogy of Jesus
Christ as presented in the Gospels¢ with particular focus on the Gospels of
Matthew and Luke as the primary sources that provide detailed genealogical
records. The study aims to identify the major points of divergence between the two
accounts« analyze the theological and historical contexts behind these differencess
and discuss the reconciliation efforts proposed by Christian historians and

theologians. It also offers a critical academic evaluation of these attempts The
study is organized into the following sections: Chapter One: Differences in the
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Genealogy of Christ This section outlines the major discrepancies in the
genealogical lists in terms of the number of generations and the sequence of
names« and highlights the scholarly challenges raised by these variations in biblical
studies. Chapter Two: The Genealogy of Christ in the Gospel of Matthew This
chapter analyzes Matthew’s presentation of the genealogy and its theological
purposes¢ particularly his emphasis on Jesus’ Davidic and Abrahamic descent and
his structuring of the genealogy into three sets of generations« serving the concept
of the awaited Messiah.

Chapter Three: The Genealogy of Christ in the Gospel of Luke This chapter
examines Luke’s genealogy and its fundamental differences from Matthew’s in
both direction and sequence of names¢ while emphasizing Luke’s focus on the
universal and human dimension of Christ.

Chapter Four: Views of Christian Historians and Theologians on Reconciling
the Different Accounts This chapter reviews the most prominent reconciliation
theories« such as distinguishing between legal and biological lineage« or attributing
one of the genealogies to Mary« along with other major interpretive
approaches.Chapter Five: Analytical Study of the Responses and Arguments This
chapter provides a critical evaluation of the proposed responses in terms of their
scholarly strength and their reliance on explicit textual evidence versus interpretive
assumptions¢ and discusses the implications of this for assessing the Gospel
narratives from an academic perspective.

The abstract concludes that the differences in the genealogies of Christ
represent a significant issue in textual criticism and theological studies« reflecting
the diversity of purposes and methodologies among the Gospel writers¢< and
underscoring the need for careful and balanced academic analysis to understand the
dimensions of this phenomenon.
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