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The concept of the state according to Malek Bennabi

Dr. Aaser Ibrahim Mir Ali
University of Baghdad/ College of Education for Girls
Abstract:

This study aims to examine the concept of the state according to Malik Bennabi,
analyzing its philosophical and civilizational dimensions, highlighting the
strengths and weaknesses of his conception, and evaluating its applicability in the
contemporary context. The research addresses the philosophical foundations on
which Bennabi based his concept of the state, emphasizing man as a civilizational
actor, his relation to religious values and civilization, and the idea of susceptibility
to colonization. It also reviews Bennabi’s conception of the state within his
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civilizational project, the conditions for its establishment, its relation to Islamic
values, and his critique of Western state models. The findings indicate that Malik
Bennabi’s conception 1is characterized by philosophical depth and
comprehensiveness, linking man, ideas, values, and the state, while providing a
critical perspective on Western models. However, its practical application faces
challenges due to the absence of clear administrative and economic mechanisms,
and cultural differences between societies. Therefore, his conception can be
effectively utilized in intellectual, educational, and cultural domains, provided that
practical mechanisms are developed to adapt it to the requirements of
contemporary states.

Keywords: Malik Bennabi, State, Civilization, Political Philosophy, Islamic
Values, Susceptibility to Colonization.
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