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The Civilizational Dimensions of Islamic Letters and Their Role
During the Crusades

Dr. Omar Sajid Mukhlef
University of Samarra / College of Education for Human Sciences

Abstract:

The study examines the role of letters as a central means of communication
during the Crusades, given the significant political, military, and religious
functions they performed in shaping the course of events. It demonstrates that
letters were not merely instruments for conveying information; rather, they served
as tools for decision-making, directing military forces, forming alliances, and
transmitting counsel between caliphs and commanders. The study further
highlights the diversity of epistolary styles according to their intended purposes,
including mobilization, warning, and administrative and military guidance. It also
focuses on the impact of these letters on managing the conflict with the Crusader
forces and their role in strengthening internal cohesion within Islamic society.
Moreover, the study underscores the social and scholarly dimensions of letters as
historical sources that reflect the nature of the period. It concludes that letters
constituted an active and influential element in Islamic history during the Crusades,
contributing to the documentation of events and the shaping of political and
military transformations of that era.

Keywords: Epistles, Crusades, Scientific Aspect, Political Aspect.
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