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Abstract:

This research examines the monetary system of the Almohad state, one of the most prominent Islamic states in
the Maghreb during the Middle Ages, distinguished by its political and economic unity, which was reflected in
its financial and monetary organization. Currency during the Almohad era represented one of the most important
manifestations of sovereignty and a clear indication of the state’s strength and economic prosperity. The
Almohads succeeded in unifying the currency across the Islamic Maghreb for the first time in history, issuing
gold dinars, silver dirhams, and copper fulis, all characterized by precise weight, high metal quality, and artistic
inscriptions. These coins became widely circulated in both the Islamic and Christian worlds, gaining recognition
as a reliable currency in the Mediterranean region during the twelfth century. The Almohad state also paid great
attention to the mint (Dar al-Sikka), establishing a strict administrative system supervised by the “Inspector of
the Mint” along with a number of skilled technicians and workers responsible for smelting, casting, and
engraving coins. The study shows that the Almohads were pioneers in introducing new methods of coin design,
such as adding a square inside the circle, known as the “Almohad Square,” an innovation that later influenced
both Islamic and European coinage.Through the study of monetary transactions, it was found that Almohad
coins maintained their value due to their reliance on gold and silver, despite challenges such as coin forgery and
variations in weight. The state, together with scholars, intervened through the system of hisbah (market
supervision) to regulate the market and protect transactions from usury and fraud. i
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