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Summary

The protection of minority rights in conflict zones and areas under
occupation represents a critical issue in contemporary international law,
closely linked to sovereignty, national security, and regional-religious
conflicts.

This study demonstrates that international law provides clear
frameworks for minority protection through international humanitarian law,
human rights law, and international criminal law, including the Geneva
Conventions, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and
the Rome Statute. However, practical implementation often faces significant
obstacles such as weak international will, the multiplicity of armed actors,
and gaps in accountability mechanisms.

The plight of the Alawite minority in the Syrian coast and the Yazidis in Iraq
vividly illustrates the severe violations faced by minorities, ranging from
mass killings and abductions to forced displacement and destruction of
cultural and religious heritage, threatening their long-term survival.

Enhancing international legal frameworks, activating accountability
mechanisms, supporting humanitarian programs, and fostering international
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and reglonal cooperation are crucial to safeguard minority rights and ensure
their dignity. Protecting minorities is not only a legal obligation but also a
moral imperative, requiring strong political will and multi-stakeholder
collaboration among states, international organizations, and civil society.
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(3) United Nations, Minority Rights: International Standards and Guidance for
Implementation (New York: UN Human Rights Office, 2010), 8.
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(3) Human Rights Watch, Minorities in Syria and Turkey, HRW, 2017, 15.
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(1) Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, 1948,
Art. 1-2.
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