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Abstract

In Iraqi and Iranian law (influenced by Islamic jurisprudence),
coercion 1s considered a mitigating or barring excuse for criminal
liability, depending on its severity and type (material or moral). It
exempts from punishment or reduces it if the coercion is severe and
affects the perpetrator's will (such as a death threat). Economic or less
severe coercion (in Iraqi civil law) is considered grounds for invalidating
a legal act. It is important to note that the ruling on coercion in criminal
proceedings differs between the two legal systems according to its degree
of influence on the will and the specific circumstances. Both systems
agree that coercion not recognized under Islamic law (such as fear of

public reproach) does not exempt from punishment, and the assessment
of the degree of coercion is left to the judge.
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