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Turkish Constitutions and Their Significance in the Social of

Turkish Society (1924-1982)
Asst. Lect. Reaam sahib Ali Al-Shibli
University Al-Mustansiriyah/ College of Arts

Abstract:

Between 1924 and 1982, Turkey witnessed three major constitutions that
reflected profound political and social transformations. The 1924 constitution
established the foundations of the Republican, secularist system, emphasizing the
construction of a modern, secular nation-state based on Atatiirk's principles. The
1961 constitution, following the military coup, sought to broaden civil liberties
and introduce a degree of political pluralism. The 1982 constitution, enacted after
the 1980 coup, granted extensive powers to the executive branch, reaffirmed the
principles of secularism, and enshrined the role of the military in shaping political
life. These constitutions thus reflect the inherent tension between democratic and
authoritarian tendencies in Turkish society and reveal the role of the military
establishment and the ideology of secularism in shaping the political system.
Keywords: Turkey, Constitution, Secularism, Ottoman Empire,
Amendments.
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