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The Ottoman Embassy in Russia and the Efforts of Yusuf Riza Bey
in Its Establishment in 1856 According to Ottoman Archival
Documents

Dr. Ali Hashim Mohamed
University of Samarra / College of Education - Department of History

Abstract:

Embassies are among the most important institutions that states rely on to gather
information about other countries in economic, political, military, social, cultural,
and other fields. Since the fifteenth century, many states established permanent
embassies in the Ottoman Empire. However, the Ottoman Empire was
considerably delayed in opening its own permanent embassies abroad. Its first
permanent embassy was opened in London in 1793 through Yusuf Aga Efendi,
followed by one in Paris in 1797 through Seyyid Ali Efendi, then in Berlin through
Ali Aziz Efendi, and in Vienna through Ibrahim Afif Efendi.

Although Russia was one of the great powers of that era, a permanent embassy
was not established there. After appointing a permanent ambassador to United
Kingdom, there had been an intention to send a similar ambassador to Russia, and
the matter was even discussed with the Reisiilkiittab (Chief of Scribes) regarding
the appointment of Seyyid Naili Efendi. However, Russia’s military preparations
at the time led the Ottoman Empire to reconsider the decision. Instead, it was
decided to send ambassadors to other states that did not maintain good relations
with Russia, such as Sweden and Prussia. Sweden had been a temporary ally of the
Ottoman Empire during the Ottoman—Russian—Austrian War.(1792—-1787)

Keywords: The Ottoman Empire, Russia, Tsar Alexander I, Mehmed Pasha,
Yusuf Riza Bey, Moscow, Saint Petersburg.
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