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Abstract
This research aims to analyze the nature of the Saudi-Iranian rivalry

within Iraq during the period 2014-2025¢ and to demonstrate the impact of
this rivalry on Iraqi foreign policy choices¢ particularly in light of Iraq's
adoption of a policy of positive neutrality as stipulated in Article 8 of the
2005 Constitution. The study focuses on the three successive Iraqi
governments: the government of Haider al-Abadi¢ the government of
Mustafa al-Kadhimi¢ and the government of Mohammed Shia al-Sudani¢ as
they represent a pivotal period that witnessed a clear expansion in the
influence of the regional environment on Iraqi political decisions¢ and a
notable evolution in Iraq's foreign policy discourse .The study reveals that
the Saudi-Iranian rivalry within Iraq was not merely political¢< but took on
multiple forms encompassing the economy« investment« energy« the services
market¢ and security issues related to internal influence. The study also
revealed that Iraq attempted during this period to shift from a position of
competition to one of greater independence by adopting the principles of
positive neutrality. This was evident in its stances on sensitive regional
events¢ such as the recent Arab Summit and Saudi Arabia's absence from it«
and the twelve-day war between Iran and Israel. The research findings
confirm that Iraq's ability to successfully manage this competition was
linked to the evolving performance of the three governments. The Sudanese
government represented a more balanced and transparent phase in
formulating a foreign policy based on national interests and a vision that
positioned Iraq as a regional player capable of mediating during times of
tension. The study concluded that Iraq's future depends on its ability to
transform stalled economic issues into strategic opportunities and to leverage
the competition between the two sides in balanced projects that enhance its
decision-making independence and restore its regional role.
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