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Urban growth and its role in urban land use in the holy city of Karbalall
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Abstract:
This research aims to describe the patterns of urban growth and expansion in the holy city of Karbala. It analyzes
current urban land-use patterns and the impact of human and environmental characteristics on understanding
urban development. The importance of this research stems from the significance of this holy city and the
abundance of studies that have addressed it, focusing on urban development. Demographic changes and
urbanization have made Karbala one of the most prosperous cities in Iraq, leading to improved land use and
productivity. The research reached several conclusions, most notably a 200% increase in urban area, from 4,930
hectares in 2003 to 14,650 hectares by 2023.Land use has undergone a radical transformation, with residential,
commercial, and service uses experiencing sharp increases, collectively constituting approximately 75% of the
total urban area. Simultaneously, agricultural and green spaces have declined catastrophically by 73%, reflecting
the erosion of the green belt surrounding the city. The most important recommendation is to prepare investment
maps for housing projects and share them with implementing entities, including foreign companies. These maps
should identify investment zones for public and private companies, as well as suitable axes for residential
investment, prioritizing them according to their importance and urgency. Furthermore, land uses within the
current and future boundaries of Karbala should be defined, focusing on growth and ensuring optimal utilization
in the housing sector, while avoiding inefficient land use due to its nature and the potential for haphazard
distribution. Keywords:Urban growth, impact, land use expansion, future trends. i
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