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The Demographic Impact of the Mongol Invasion
on Iraqi Society

Dr. Hussein Ghassan Jaber Al-Anbaki
The General Directorate of Education in Diyala

Abstract:

This research examines the demographic change and the impact of the Mongol
invasion on Iraq during the 13th century (7th century AH). The invasion was not
merely a military conquest but a catastrophic event that transformed the
demographic, economic, social, and cultural structures of the Abbasid state. The
Mongols committed massacres in Baghdad and other major cities, leading to a
sharp population decline, forced migrations, famine, and widespread disease. The
destruction of irrigation systems and farmland caused a severe collapse in
agriculture and trade, while scholars, jurists, and intellectuals were executed,
halting the city’s scientific and cultural activity. Additionally, the Mongols
confiscated lands and properties, distributing them to their nobles, which reshaped
Iraq’s ownership system and economy. The invasion also caused environmental
devastation through deforestation, the burning of fields, and the pollution of rivers.
Despite this, several Iraqi cities—such as Hillah, Wasit, Mosul, and Erbil—
mounted strong resistance. Scholars and religious leaders issued fatwas urging
jihad against the invaders, even as some merchants and non-Muslim communities
cooperated with the Mongols. The study concludes that the Mongol invasion
caused a long-term demographic and economic transformation in Iraq, marking not
only the fall of the Abbasid Caliphate but also the beginning of a new era in the
region’s history. It also laid the groundwork for the later Islamic military
resurgence led by the Mamluks, who eventually halted Mongol expansion.

Keywords: impact, demographics, Iraqi society.
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