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Abstract

This research aims to uncover Imam al-Walwaji’s methodology in
juristic preference (tarjih) within the chapters of zakat, through an applied
study on the issue of accepting the Sultan’s gift. This issue serves as a
suitable model to highlight Imam al-Walwaji’s mechanism of preference,
as it involves overlapping rulings between zakat regulations and the
Shari‘ah’s stance on the ruler’s wealth, which often lies between doubtful
permissibility and lawful ownership.

The study begins with an introduction to Imam al-Walwaji and his
scholarly status within the Hanaft school, outlining his efforts in
systematizing the branches of zakat. It emphasizes his methodology
based on combining evidences and weighing opinions according to the
strength of their proofs. The research then explores the concept of the
Sultan’s gift and the juristic disagreement regarding its acceptance:
whether it is considered wealth of unknown status that requires caution,
or wealth acquired through means possibly tainted by injustice.

The researcher presents the evidences of those who permit

accepting the Sultan’s gift and those who prohibit it, followed by a
discussion of the jurists’ opinions. The study is divided into two sections:
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the first defines the key terms of the research, while the second addresses
the acceptance of the Sultan’s gift by those for whom charity is
impermissible, and by those for whom charity is permissible. The
research concludes with findings derived from the analysis, showing that
Imam al-Walwaji ultimately permitted accepting the Sultan’s gift
provided that its unlawfulness is not certain, and no evidence of
usurpation or specific injustice is established. However, he stipulated that
the wealth must be spent in lawful avenues, while prioritizing caution in
cases where suspicion predominates.
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