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Features of Iraqi Political Thought in the Pre-World War I
Period: A Study of the Impact of Committee of Union and
Progress Rule (1909-1914)

Dr. Noor Eamd Fadhel
University of Samarra / College of Arts

Abstract:

For decades, the Ottoman Empire maintained hegemony over the Arab world,
during which Iraq was an integral part of the Ottoman state, significantly
influenced by its shifting political ideologies and regional and international
developments. Following the 1908 Young Turk Revolution (the Committee of
Union and Progress coup), which led to the restoration of the Ottoman
Constitution, constitutionalist ideas and calls for political reform proliferated
throughout the Arab provinces (vilayets) A profound shift occurred as the
intentions of the Unionist authorities were unveiled, particularly through the
imposition of "Turkification" policies. This catalyzed arise in Arab national
consciousness, leading to the emergence of political parties as well as cultural and
literary societies that advocated for reform, rejected Turkification, and sought to
preserve the Islamic character of the Arab provinces. Concurrently, newspapers
emerged as platforms to articulate the Iraqi people's platform, opinions, and
demands, all aimed at achieving national independence and eliminating Ottoman
dominance. However, as this consciousness grew, another threat loomed at Iraq's
borders: foreign intervention, specifically from Great Britain. This study aims to
provide an analytical overview of the Unionist policies toward Iraq and their
impact on the country's political and intellectual landscape.

Keywords: Ottoman Empire, 1908 Coup, Constitutional Restoration, Political
Parties, Societies, Unionist Authority.
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