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Abstract

This study, entitled “The Concept of Personal Freedom in the
Prophetic Hadith and Its Position on Contemporary Cultural
Developments,” addresses a central issue in modern Islamic thought: the
relationship between individual freedom and the bounds of shari ah,
based on Prophetic texts that establish principles of human dignity,
freedom of conscience, and respect for personal choice—without severing
ties to the higher values that preserve the balance between individual and
society. The research aims to: Clarify the Prophetic concept of personal
freedom and distinguish it from materialist modern notions. Analyze how
this concept applies to contemporary cultural developments such as
freedom of dress and adornment, freedom of opinion, and bodily
autonomy.

Using a combined textual-analytic and maqasid-based methodology,
the study traces relevant hadith texts, infers their educational and social
dimensions, and compares them with modern contexts of freedom. It
concludes that the Sunnah did not negate freedom but recognized it as an
intrinsic human right—provided it is exercised within the balance
between self and others, rights and duties, privacy and responsibility. It
further shows that many modern dilemmas concerning freedom stem
from a decoupling of ethics and freedom—an interrelation carefully
upheld by the Prophetic Sunnah.
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