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Religious Education in Al-Azhar Mosque and the Umayyad
Mosque: A Comparative Study of Curricula and Teaching
Methods in the Eighth Century AH

Assist. Lect. Widad Mohammed Abdullah Hammadi
Al-Mustansiriyah University/ College of Arts

Abstract:

This study examines the scholarly and civilizational status of Al-Azhar
Mosque and the Umayyad Mosque as foundational pillars of institutional Islamic
education. It analyzes their role in preserving and transmitting both the religious
and rational sciences across generations, with particular focus on the eighth century
AH as a pivotal phase in the history of Islamic thought.

The research offers a comparative exploration of the teaching and learning
methods employed in the two institutions, revealing an educational philosophy that
harmonized oral transmission and chains of authority (isnad), reason and dialogue,
knowledge and spiritual refinement.

Adopting a historical, analytical, and comparative methodology, the study seeks
to uncover the dimensions of their scholarly experiences. It further highlights the
impact of Al-Azhar and the Umayyad Mosque in consolidating moderation and
safeguarding intellectual identity during periods of political turbulence.

The study concludes that both institutions represented an integrated
civilizational project that significantly contributed to shaping the global Islamic
intellectual tradition and ensuring the continuity of its scholarly mission.

Keywords: Education, Al-Azhar Mosque and the Umayyad Mosque, A
Comparative Study.
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