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An attempt to reveal the true author of the book “The Treasure of
Science and the Systematic Knowledge of the Facts of Sharia
Science and the Minutes of Natural Science

Dr. Raad Ismail Noman
University of Tikrit / College of Arts

Abstract:

The book "Kanz al-Ulum wa al-Durr al-Manzum fi Haga'iq Ulum al-Shari'a wa
Daqa'iq Ulum al-Tabi'a" (The Treasure of Sciences and the Stringed Pearls on the
Truths of Sharia Sciences and the Subtleties of Natural Sciences) is a work by
scholars of the Islamic West. Written in the late 6th century AH (12th century AD)
or the early 7th century AH (13th century AD)¢ it covers numerous disciplines¢
including Sharia (Islamic law) and spiritual truths¢ the principles of nature and
creation¢ and natural sciences such as medicine and chemistry¢< among other topics.
Scholars have disagreed regarding the identification of the book's author. Some
attribute it to the spiritual leader of the Almohad Caliphate« Muhammad bin
Tumart al-Mahdi¢« while others attribute it to the Andalusian physician Muhammad
bin Tumart. Occasionally« it is attributed to both¢ despite the fact that they are two
distinct individuals and prominent figures in the history of the Arab Maghreb.
Therefore« the aim of this research is to verify the true attribution of the author.
We began with a brief biographical overview of both scholars¢ followed by an
examination of the reasons behind the confusion surrounding these two famous
figures. We also briefly reviewed the contents and topics of Kanz al-Ulum and the
locations of its extant manuscripts. Furthermore¢ we compared one of the
manuscripts with the edition published by researcher Ayman Abdul Jabir al-
Buhairi¢ who erroneously attributed it to the Almohad leader<« Muhammad bin
Tumart al-Mahdi. The collation and comparison of the texts provided the evidence
necessary to conclude that the true author of the book is the physician Ibn Tumart
al-Andalusi¢ not the Almohad leader Ibn Tumart al-Mahdi.

Keywords: revelation, book, treasure of science, Sharia science, natural
science.
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