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The Social and Economic
Consequences of
Desertification in Nineveh
Governorate, Iraqg: A
Comprehensive Study for the
Period 2003-2023

ABSTRACT

Desertification poses an existential threat to sustainable
development in Nineveh Governorate, exacerbated by climate
z change and unsustainable agricultural practices, and creates a
;VICIOUS cycle of environmental degradation, poverty and social
Cmarginalization. This phenomenon is considered one of the
Emost serious environmental, social and economic threats
gfacing the governorate, especially with its increasing severity
gand expanding geographical scope over the past two decades.
'EThe results show the urgent need for integrated and
£multisectoral strategies to mitigate its social and economic
Simpacts, with a focus on investing in long-term sustainable
'ﬁsolutlons as it shows a sharp and widespread deterioration in
:,all studied indicators. Agricultural productivity decreased by
£41% in desertified areas, and internal migration rates increased
5 by 38%. Cultivated areas declined from 2.8 million dunams in
§2003 to 1.9 million dunams in 2023, a decrease of 32.8%.
S Direct annual economic losses amounted to $284 million in
£the agricultural sector and $171.2 million in the livestock
Esector The average rural household income decreased by 29%,
Iand poverty rates in the affected areas increased to 71.9%. At
>the social level, education enrollment rates decreased by 31%,
Saccess to health services decreased by 28%, and malnutrition

Srates among children increased by 92.7%. ©
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