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The Phenomenon of Scholars Dedicating Their Works to Rulers during
(AH / 749-1258 AD 656-132)the Abbasid Era

Asst. Prof. Marwa Mousa Ali

Wasit University / College of Basic Education

marali@uowasit.edu.iq

Abstract

This study examines a prominent phenomenon in the Arab-Islamic heritage,
namely the practice of scholars dedicating their works to rulers and
authorities during the Abbasid era. The research aims to analyze this
phenomenon from its intellectual, political, and social dimensions, and to
highlight its impact on the development of authorship and the dissemination
of knowledge.

The study demonstrates that the dedication of scholarly works served as an
essential means of communication between scholars and those in power,
fulfilling various functions such as seeking patronage and financial support,
ensuring a secure environment for intellectual production, and expressing
gratitude for the protection and encouragement provided by the rulers.

The research further reveals that such dedications sometimes reflected
scholars’ desire to influence the ruling authorities through advice and
guidance. Moreover, the study shows how this phenomenon contributed to
strengthening the status of scholars and enhancing the movement of
authorship, while also clarifying the limits and possibilities of this
relationship within different political systems.
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Quran alkarim
Primary resources
1. alasfahani, 'Abu al-Faraj Ali ibn al-Husayn (t. 356h/967m) — al'ima’
alshawaeira — Dar al-Kutub al-'limiyya, Beirut, n.d.
1. abn alsaaei, Ali ibn 'Anjib (t. 674h/1275m) — nisa’ alkhulafa'i — Tahqiq:
Dr. Mustafa Jawadi, Dar al-Rashid, Baghdad, 1983.
2. abn alnidim, Muhammad ibn Ishaq (t. 385h/995m) — alfahrist — Tahqiq:
Rida Tajaddud, Dar al-Ma‘rifa, Beirut, n.d.
3. abn manzurin, Abu al-Fadl Jamal al-Din Muhammad ibn Makram (t.
711h/1311m) — lisan alearabi — Dar Sader, Beirut, 1994.
4. albayruni, Abu al-Rayhan Muhammad ibn Ahmad (t. 440h/1048m) —
tahqig ma lilhind min maqulat magbulat fi al-'agl aw mardhulat — Tahqiq:
Edward Sachau, Leipzig, 1925.
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Dar al-Fikr, Beirut, n.d.
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aleulumi — Tahqiq: Ibrahim al-Abyari, Dar al-Kitab al-'Arabi, Beirut,
1989. (2nd ed(.
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alsuyuti, Jalal al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman (t. 911h/21505m) — sunan alnisayiyi
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Ma‘rifa, Beirut, n.d.

alsimeani, ‘Abd al-Karim ibn Muhammad (t. 562h/1166m) — al'ansab —
Tahqiq: ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Yahya al-Mu'allimi, Dar al-Jinan, Beirut,
1988.

alsaabi, Abu al-Husayn Hilal ibn al-Muhsin (t. 448h/1056m) — rusum dar
alkhilafati — Tahqiq: Mikhail ‘Awwad, Dar al-Ra'id al-'Arabi, Beirut,
1986. (2nd ed(.

abn aljuzi, Abu al-Faraj ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Ali ibn Muhammad (t.
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al-'Arabi, Beirut, 2008.

almawardi, Abu al-Hasan ‘Ali ibn Muhammad al-Basri (t. 450h/1058m)
— al'ahkam alsultaniat walwilayat aldiynia — Dar Sader, Beirut, 2000.
majhul almu'allif — almukhtasar min kitab alsiyaq litarikh nisabur —
Tahqig: Muhammad Kazim al-Mahmudi, Dar Mirath Maktuba, Tehran,
2006.

abu yaelaa alhunbali, Muhammad ibn al-Husayn ibn al-Farra’ (t.
458h/1066m) — al'ahkam alsultaniatu — Ta‘liq: Muhammad Hamid al-
Faqi, 2nd ed., Matba‘at al-Sunna al-Muhammadiyya, Egypt, 1966.
Second: Arabic & Translated References

altahanwi, Muhammad ‘Ali al-Farugi — kashaaf astilahat alfunun
waleulumu — Dar al-Kutub al-‘IImiyya, Tehran, n.d.

tiytsah di bur — tarikh alfalsafat fi alaslami — Tarjama: Muhammad ‘Abd
al-Hadi Abu Rida, 2nd ed., Cairo, 1948.

jisi rubinsun — albalat walmujtamae al'iislamiu waeilm altaarikh dirasat fi
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Jabbar Naji, al-Markaz al-Akademi lil-Abhath, Beirut, n.d.
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23. karatishkufiski, 'lighnatyus — dayirat almaearif al'iislamiati, al-mujallad
al-thani — Dar Sader, Beirut, n.d.

24. muhamad 'ajmal al'iistilahii — buhuth wamaqalat fi allughat wal'adab
wataqwim alnususi — Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, Beirut, 2007 (1st ed.(.

25. mustafaa alshukea — manabhij altaalif eind aleulama' alearabi — Dar al-
‘Ilm li-I-Malayin, Beirut, n.d.

26. Third: Published Articles
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— Majallat Lisan al-‘Arab, Issue 1, 1974.
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