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Abstract
This study has adopted a distinctive approach in examining the maqamat that share identical titles
in the works of al-Hamadhani and al-Har1r1. Despite their nominal unity, a fundamental divergence exists
between them in terms of objectives and purposes. It may be argued that al-Har1r1 deliberately replicated
the titles of al-Hamadhan1’s maqamat in order to prompt the reader to draw a comparison between the two
authors. By placing al-Hamadhani’s maqgamat squarely before him, al-Hariri appears intent on
demonstrating his superiority, as though conveying an implicit message that he was more proficient, more
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accomplished, and of higher literary rank. Likewise, his hero and narrator are portrayed as more skillful,
more learned, and of elevated status.

Accordingly, al-HarirT’s magamat tend to be longer and more heavily invested in rhetorical
embellishment (badi’). The study has established that the spirit of humor, satire, and attentiveness to the
depiction of social vices is more pronounced in al-Hamadhani’s work. In contrast, al-Har1r1’s magamat
reveal an emphasis on verbal artistry that at times approaches affectation. His extensive use of rare
lexicographical expressions renders his maqamat closer to a didactic style, yet simultaneously hinders the
fluency of narrative progression.

The research further has demonstrated that al-Har1rT’s practical stance ultimately contradicts the
theoretical acknowledgment he articulated in the introduction to his magamat, wherein he spoke of al-
Hamadhani’s merit. This acknowledgment appears to have been evasive, for in al-Maqamah al-HajarTyah
he records that true merit belongs to the heavy rain (al-wabl) rather than to the dew (al-tall), even if the
dew precedes the rain.

The study has analyzed four of the eight maqamat that share identical titles and finds them
sufficient to establish that al-HarTrT intentionally repeated certain titles in order to stimulate comparison
and affirm his superiority over al-Hamadhani.

Keywords: "al-Hamadhani — al-Hariri — al-Hulwaniyyah — al-Dinariyyah — al-Baghdadiyyah — al-
Basriyyah"
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