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Abstract
This study examines the legal protection of witnesses within the Iraqi criminal justice system, focusing on the
measures taken before, during, and after testimony, as well as the practical challenges encountered in
implementing such protection. The research revealed that modern legislation, particularly Law No. 58 of 2017 on
the Protection of Witnesses, Experts, Informants, and Victims, provides an advanced legal framework; however,
practical application faces security, procedural, and psychological difficulties. The study also identified legislative
and procedural gaps affecting the effectiveness of witness protection, such as unclear scope of covered cases and
delays in issuing executive regulations. Accordingly, the research proposes a set of practical recommendations
and legal and procedural reforms aimed at enhancing witness protection, ensuring the independence of their

testimony, and achieving criminal justice efficiently and effectively.Keywords :Witness protection — Iraqi
criminal law — Preventive measures — Legal and psychological support — Procedural effectiveness — Legislative

gaps — Criminal justice. )
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