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The experience of the National Governing Council in Iraq

2003-2004 Historical study
Asst. Lect. Ali khalis Ali
University of Diyala / Presidency of the University of Diyala
Abstract:

The United States forces launched a large-scale war against Iraq, which began
on March 20, 2003, and was dubbed "Operation Iraqi Freedom" by the Americans,
under the pretext of eliminating weapons of mass destruction, as was commonly
claimed at the time.

The combat operations lasted for approximately three consecutive weeks, and
due to the imbalance between the two sides, the battle ended in favor of the United
States, with their entry into Baghdad on April 9, 2003, and the official declaration
of the occupation of Iraq.

As a result of the ensuing chaos, looting and criminal activities spread,
prompting the American political leadership to establish a transitional civilian
administration that would serve their interests. This led to the formation of the
(Office of Reconstruction and Humanitarian Assistance), headed by (Garner), a
retired American general, and marked the implementation of the occupation's
authority in a way that was hard to dispute.

This was followed by another body known as the (Coalition Provisional
Authority), led by (Paul Bremer), a former American ambassador, which did not
differ significantly from the Reconstruction Council in its concept. following
discussions between prominent Iraqi leaders and the American authority in
Baghdad, led by its civilian governor (Bremer), a new administrative structure was
established to take charge of the country's affairs. The option was to establish a
consensus-based government body comprising various Iraqi components, which
was later named the (Iraqi Governing Council), serving from July 12, 2003, to June
1, 2004.

The council was then dissolved and replaced by the Iraqi Interim Government,
which included prominent figures in Iraqi politics, both within and outside the
country, who played an active role in calming the situation under the country's
difficult circumstances and leading the institutions towards democracy.

The government's program included ensuring Iraq's independence and stability,
improving the political, social, and economic situation, and enhancing regional and
international relations.

Keywords: The Iraqi National Governing Council, direct rule, powers of the
Governing Council, tasks of the Governing Council..
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