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Preserving cultural heritage and its role in reviving the Arbaeen
pilgrimage
(Karbala religious center as a case study)
Asst. Prof. Dr. Ahmed Shamkhi Al-Khafaji
University of Kufa - College of Urban Planning
Department of Urban Planning
Asst. Prof. Dr. Tuga Raad Jawad
University of Kufa - College of Urban Planning
Department of Regional Planning
Researcher: Noor Jassim Muhammad Mahdi
University of Kufa - College of Urban Planning

Department of Urban Planning

Religious centers have two important dimensions, the first is social
and the second is material (physical), which is closely linked to the first
dimension. The social dimension influences and motivates the preservation
and development of religious buildings. Furthermore, religious buildings
have a direct impact on society because they carry historical events and
facts that can be communicated to the recipient across different eras.
The city is one of the most important religious cities in Iraq because its
center contains shrines and religious sites, foremost among which are the
shrines of Imam Hussein and his brother Abbas, peace be upon them. This
religious center witnesses the arrival of millions of visitors, especially

during religious pilgrimage seasons, most notably the Arbaeen pilgrimage.



The research focuses on the cultural heritage of the religious center
of Karbala, due to its historical, aesthetic, and spiritual values, as well
as its economic and social values. The research problem can thus be
formulated as to what conservation policies are being adopted to revive
cultural heritage and what their impact is on users during religious
pilgrimages, particularly the Arbaeen pilgrimage. The research aims to
identify appropriate policies for preserving cultural heritage to enhance
its role during the Arbaeen pilgrimage. The research assumes the city
contains numerous buildings with a cultural heritage that can contribute

to achieving social, aesthetic, and economic benefits.

The practical aspect depends on collecting data using Geographic
Information Systems (GIS) and field surveys of buildings with cultural
heritage. Analyzing the number of visitors during religious pilgrimage
seasons and the Arbaeen pilgrimage, and conducting field analysis
according to three main factors (heritage structures and buildings, urban
fabric, and land uses - cultural and religious activities of users). The
research paper is based on analyzing the reality and proposing planning
treatments that help decision-makers develop the city’s religious center, as

this contributes to providing better services to visitors.

: Cultural heritage, heritage buildings, religious city centers,

Arbaeen pilgrimage, Karbala city.
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