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The novel "Sharaf" by the Egyptian writer Sanallah Ibrahim is one of the most
important works of Arab prison literature, as it reflects a profound human and political
experience. Ibrahim was born in Cairo in 1937, and his literary experience was mixed
with the political and social reality he lived, which made his novels an expression of
the issues of freedom and justice in Egyptian society. The novel presents a prominent
model in prison literature, as it reviews the suffering of the character of Sharaf inside
the prison, and highlights how this closed space turns into a mirror that reflects the
restrictions of society itself.The novel carries the issue of freedom as a main theme, as
it highlights its importance as an essential human value that goes beyond the individual
to touch society as a whole. Through its realistic and symbolic style, the novel expresses
the ongoing struggle against injustice and oppression, and re-poses the question: How
can freedom be achieved in a world overflowing with restrictions?At the heart of the
novel, the character of "Sharaf" embodies the human struggle with societal restrictions.
Sharaf, the simple young man who finds himself involved in a murder, represents the
image of the individual struggling with the injustice of the social and judicial system.
The prison in the novel reflects a stage of transformation for Sharaf, as Forced to
confront himself and think about the meaning of true freedom, individual freedom plays
a fundamental role in building a person’s character, as the novel highlights how
depriving an individual of freedom of thought and expression leads to self-destruction.
However, Sharaf shows his psychological resistance to the oppression he is subjected
to, whether from his fellow prisoners or from the prison system itself.The
manifestations of the conflict between the individual and the oppressive system are
evident in Sharaf’s questions about justice and injustice, which make the novel go
beyond the story of an individual to become a cry against social oppression.And
Sharaf’s prison is not just a physical space, but a powerful symbol of the political and
social oppression practiced on the entire society. The novel highlights the relationship
between collective freedom and social change, as it depicts prisoners as a diverse group
suffering from the corruption of the judicial and political system. lbrahim shows how
the absence of justice hinders the achievement of collective freedom, as individual
freedom is linked to the common struggle against corruption. The novel represents a
profound critique of the systems that deprive people of their dignity and exercise
tyranny over them, emphasizing that freedom is not only an individual demand, but a
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necessity for achieving a more just and humane society.One of the most prominent
features of the novel "Sharaf" is its reliance on the documentary style, as Sanallah
Ibrahim uses realistic documents and reports to support the narrative; this style gives
the novel a dimension of credibility and enhances its realism, making the issue of
freedom more approachable and influential to the reader. Ibrahim uses this style to show
the contradiction between the official claims of the government and the reality
experienced by prisoners. The documents and reports highlight the rampant corruption,
and show how justice is distorted and individual and collective freedom is deprived.
Symbolism is one of the main artistic tools that Sanallah Ibrahim relied on to depict
freedom and oppression. Prison represents a symbol of oppression, while the physical
and psychological restrictions imposed on Sharaf reflect the limits of freedom within
which an individual can move. The novel uses symbols such as darkness, locks, and
closed walls to highlight the prisoners' feelings of helplessness and oppression.
However, these negative symbols are contrasted with images of liberation, such as
soaring birds that indicate hope, or the open sky that hints at the existence of a space of
freedom beyond the limits of restriction. The novel also highlights the prison
environment as a fictional character that expresses oppression, as the prison turns into
a living being that exerts psychological pressure on its heroes. But in the midst of this
oppression, freedom appears as an indelible human dream, embodied in the dreams of
prisoners and their conversations about a better life, making freedom a symbol of hope
that resists extinction.The novel "Honor" is not just a literary work about the prison
experience, but rather a testimony to the human struggle for freedom. The novel
embodies freedom as an essential value that resides deep within the human being, and
connects the individual and society in their struggle against oppression and injustice.
Through its characters, events, and symbols, the novel shows that freedom is not just
an individual or collective demand, but rather a human right that restores human dignity
and gives him the ability to change.
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