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Abstract :
This research investigates the clandestine press in the Maghreb (Algeria, Tunisia, and Morocco) as a strategic
tool of anti-colonial resistance during the French colonial period (1920-1956). Focusing on two underground
newspapers, A/-Munadil (The Fighter) and A/-Tali ‘a (The Vanguard), the study aims to analyze their discursive
and ideological structures and assess their role in shaping national awareness, countering colonial narratives, and
mobilizing collective action. These newspapers functioned not only as channels of information but as instruments
of political struggle and cultural reappropriation.The research adopts the Discourse-Historical Approach (DHA)
as its analytical framework, which situates discourse within its socio-historical context and examines how
linguistic choices serve broader ideological functions. The study is structured around three core analytical axes:
editorial structures, rhetorical strategies (revolutionary, symbolic, religious), and recurring themes such as
identity, resistance, and colonial oppression. Findings indicate that the clandestine press, despite limited technical
means, succeeded in constructing a resistant counter-discourse grounded in metaphor, historical memory, and
Islamic references.Moreover, the newspapers’ language employed direct appeals, emotionally charged
expressions, and dichotomous conceptual frameworks (e.g., oppressor/oppressed, faithful/traitor), which served
to energize readers and strengthen their affiliation to the national cause. The intertextual use of religious and

historical figures, as well as references to global liberation movements, allowed these publications to universalize
the local struggle and insert it into broader anti-imperialist frameworks.UItimately, the study demonstrates that
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Al-Munadil and Al-Tali ‘a were not marginal or symbolic publications, but essential components of the resistance
apparatus. They shaped political consciousness, preserved collective memory, and contributed to cultural
decolonization. This research highlights the need to reevaluate clandestine media as primary historical sources
and as key agents in the intellectual and political formation of post-colonial Maghreb societies.Keywords:
Clandestine press, Maghreb, French colonialism, resistance discourse, Al-Munadil, Al-Tali'a, discourse-

historical analysis, political awareness, national memory, counter-culture.
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