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Maghreb-European relations during the 1990s: A study of the
impact of the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership on Tunisia, Algeria,

and Morocco
Assist. Lect. Emad Talafah Mohammed
Tikrit University - College of Education for Women

Abstract:

The research problem focuses on the effectiveness of the Euro-Mediterranean
Partnership in bringing about tangible transformations in Maghreb—European
relations during the 1990s, and its political, economic, and security impacts on
Tunisia, Algeria, and Morocco. Its significance lies in highlighting the political and
strategic background of the European Union toward the Maghreb, clarifying the
nature of the changes induced by the partnership, and revealing the differences in
its effects across the three countries. In addition, the study contributes to evaluating
the partnership experience beyond theoretical discourse and enriching Arab studies
on Euro-Mediterranean relations. The research aims to analyze the development of
Maghreb—European relations, examine the Barcelona Process, assess the political
and economic impact of the partnership, compare the experiences of the three
countries, and derive scientific findings regarding the partnership’s limitations and
potential for future development. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical method
and a comparative approach to identify differences and similarities. The results
indicate key findings, including the similarity of the Maghreb countries’
commitments to the partnership and their political and economic openness, the
variation in national priorities between Morocco, Tunisia, and Algeria, the
existence of an economic and developmental gap limiting integration, the influence
of internal political and security factors on project implementation, and the
importance of developing legal and institutional frameworks to ensure the
effectiveness of partnership programs. The study recommends enhancing
economic integration, developing institutional and administrative capacities,
focusing support on social and security dimensions, adapting partnership policies
to national specificities, and continuing regional and international dialogue to
ensure balanced power and maintain the national sovereignty of Maghreb countries
within the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership.

Keywords: Euro-Mediterranean Partnership, Maghreb, Barcelona Process,
Political and Economic Cooperation, Regional Integration.
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