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Abstract:

This study examines the political role of Asma’ Belkhodja in Tunisia between
1930 and 1956, highlighting her contribution as one of the leading female figures
in the Tunisian national movement under French colonial rule. The research
focuses on her political and social engagement, particularly her support for the
Neo-Destour Party and her involvement in national women’s activism, which
linked the struggle for national liberation with demands for women’s rights.

Adopting a historical-analytical approach, the study traces Belkhodja’s political
trajectory and analyzes her participation in popular mobilization, civil resistance,
and national activism during the intensification of anti-colonial struggle in the
1940s and early 1950s. It also addresses the social and cultural constraints faced
by Tunisian women at the time and demonstrates how Belkhodja contributed to
challenging traditional norms and expanding women’s participation in the public
sphere.

The study concludes that Asma’ Belkhodja represented a pioneering model of
female political activism and played a significant role in shaping national
consciousness and advancing women’s political participation prior to Tunisia’s
independence in 1956.

Keywords: Asma Belkhodja, Tunisian National Movement, Tunisian
Women, French Colonialism, Neo-Destour Party, Political Activism.
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