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Abstract
The present study aimed to examine the development of the concept of war among children and adolescents. To
achieve this aim, the descriptive method was employed. The sample consisted of 160 children, equally distributed
across four age groups (7, 9, 11, and 13 years), with 40 participants in each group, divided equally between males
and females. The War Concept Scale developed by Liang-Yu Deng (2008) was adopted, as it is well-suited for
the age groups included in the current study. The validity and reliability of the instrument were verified, with a
test-retest reliability coefficient of (0.82) and a Cronbach’s alpha coefficient of (0.81). The findings revealed
that the concept of war develops gradually with age. Children at the age of 7 showed a lower level of
understanding compared to older groups (9, 11, and 13 years), with statistically significant differences in favor
of the older participants. Results also indicated no statistically significant differences between males and females
in their understanding of war, and no interaction effect between age and gender was found. Overall, the results
suggest that the development of the war concept among children has a stage—continuous nature; that is, it is

associated with transitions between cognitive stages, while also showing gradual growth within each stage. The
study concluded with several recommendations and suggestions.Keywords: Development, Concept, War
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