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The Sufi Doctrine of the Unity of Existence in the Writings of Extremist
Sufis and Western Philosophers
Lecturer: Jalila Faisal Barghash
University of Wasit / College of Education for Humanities
jalbadrawi@uowasit.edu.ig

Abstract:

The concept of the Unity of Existence addresses a matter related to God's
relationship with the universe. In realityc the Unity of Existence is a
philosophical doctrine stating that God is nature and the source of existence.
Therefore« Ibn Arabi considers the Unity of Existence a fundamental truth of
existence; God is the source of existence« and everything else is a
manifestation or appearance of existence. Some modern studies indicate that
some who are considered extremists may be symbolic or religious in nature«
and their meaning encompasses absolute spiritual striving. For this reasonc it
has been stated that extremism:« according to the Sufi perspective« is not
limited to certain individuals¢ but rather manifests in behaviors that exceed
the bounds of reason and religion. For Sufi philosophers¢ extremism means
excess in the self< or what they call Through spiritual knowledge« or the
claim of the unity of existence« some extremist Sufis have gone to extremes
in venerating and sanctifying their sheikhs¢< considering their actions in this
regard as absolute authority. They interpret religious texts in a way that
abolishes legal boundaries« and then claim the ability to control the universe
and creation. This is a type of exaggeration regarding the spiritual authority
of the state.

Keywords: Unity of Existence¢ Sufism¢< Extremist Sufisc Western
Philosophers.
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Second: Arabic Sources

11-

12-

13-
14-

15

16-
17-

18-

Prince Shakib al-Arslan« Al-Halal al-Sundusiyya fi al-Akhbar wa al-Athar al-
Andalusiyya (Hindawi Publisher« Cairo« 2012.(

Al-Shahrastanic Muhammad ibn Abd al-Karim (d. 548 AH)« Al-Milal wa al-Nihal¢
edited by Muhammad Farid« 1st edition (Al-A'lami Publisher< Beirut« 2010.(

Ibn Taymiyyah« Shaykh al-Islam Taqi al-Din Ahmad ibn Abd al-Halim al-
Dimashqi« Majmu'at Fatawa: 1st edition (Dar al-Wafa' for Printing and Publishing«
Mansoura¢ 1997.(

Igtida’ al-Sirat al-Mustagim li-Mukhalafat Ashab al-Jahim« edited by Nasir Abd al-
Karim al-Agl¢< Volume 1 (Maktabat al-Rushd« Riyadh« n.d.). - Al-Khatib Al-
Gharnati< Muhammad ibn Abdullah ibn Saeed (d. 776 AH)« Al-Ihata fi Akhbar
Gharnata (published by Dar Al-Kutub Al-limiyya« Beirut« 4th edition« 1973 CE.(
Zakariya ibn Al-Husayn ibn Faris (d. 395 AH)« Mu'jam Magayis Al-Lughah
(edited by Abd Al-Salam Harun« published by Mustafa Al-Babi Al-Halabi & Sons
Library« Egypt« 1969 CE.(

Shams Al-Din: Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Uthman Al-Dhahabi (d. 748 CE)«
Tarikh Al-Islam (published by Dar Al-Kitab Al-Arabi¢ Beirutc 1407 AH/1987 CE.(
Mizan Al-I'tidal (edited by Ali Muhammad Al-Bajawi« published by Al-Yaqutah
Al-Hamra« Beirut« 2015 CE.(

Al-Kulayni« Muhammad ibn Ya'qub (d. 329 AH)« Usul Al-Kafi (published by Dar
Al-Murtada« Beirut< 2005 CE).

Imad al-Din Abu al-Fida Ismail ibn Kathir al-Dimashqi (d. 774 AH/1372 CE)« Al-
Bidaya wa'l-Nihaya (The Beginning and the End)« edited by Abdullah ibn Abd al-
Muhsin (Dar al-Hajar< Beirut< 1998.(

Anan«< Muhammad Abdullah« Tarikh Dawlat al-Islam fi al-Andalus (The History of
the Islamic State in Andalusia) (Maktabat al-Khanji< Cairo« 2nd ed.< 1411
AH/1990.(

Muhammad ibn Mukarram ibn Manzur Jamal al-Din (d. 711 AH)« Lisan al-Arab
(The Tongue of the Arabs)« 1st ed. (Adab al-Hawza« Tehran< 1405 AH.(
Al-Nisaburi< Abu al-Husayn Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj (d. 206 AH)« Sahih Muslim« vol.
1 (Dar lhya al-Kutub al-Arabiyya« Beirut« 1991 CE.(

Thirdly/Islamic References and Sufi Philosophy:

Ahmad Zaki Badawi« Dictionary of Human and Social Terms (Lebanon Library:«
1982.(

Ibn Sab'inc Abu Muhammad Abd al-Haqgq:« Collection of Ibn Sab'in's Letters:
edited and introduced by Abd al-Rahman Badawi (Egyptian House for Authorship
and Translation« n.d.(.

Secrets of the Divine Essence (New Thought Library« 1st ed.c 1995.(

Ibn Sidah«< Abu al-Hasan Ali ibn Ismail< Al-Muhkam wa al-Muhit al-A'zam« edited
by Abd al-Hamid al-Hindawi« 1st ed. (Scientific Book House« Beirut< 2000.(
Hasan al-Amin« Additions to the Biographies of Shi‘a Figures (Dar al-Ma'arif for
Publications« 1st ed.« Beirutc 1408 AH/1987).
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19- Al-Taftazani< Abu al-Wafa Ibn Sab'in and His Sufi Philosophy (Publisher: Sur al-
Azbakiyah« Beirut« 1973.(

20- Al-Jilic Abd al-Karim« The Perfect Man« Vol. 1 (n.d.(.

21- Sa'id Abd al-Latif Foda« The Approach of the Loving One in Explaining the
Doctrine of the Unity of Existence (Publisher: Islamic University of Rotterdams
1423 AH/2002 CE.(

22- Sulayman« Jamal Muhammad Ahmad« Martin Heidegger: Being and Existent (Dar
al-Tanwir Printing House« Beirut< 2009 CE.(

23- Al-Suhayli< Isma'il« Approaches to the Civil and Islamic State: Intellectual and
Strategic Contexts« 1st ed. (Arab Center for Humanistic Studies« Issue 4¢ 2007).

24- Al-Shatibi< Abu Ishaq Ibrahim ibn< known as Al-Shatibi (d. 709 AH)« *Kifayat al-
Muhtaj li-Ma'rifat Man Laysa Lahu al-Dibaj*« edited by Ali Omar« 1st edition:
(Religious Culture Library« Cairo« 2004.(

25- Saliba« Jamil«*The Philosophical Dictionary in Arabic< English¢ and Latin
Words*« (published by Dar al-Kutub al-Lubnani« Beirut¢ n.d.(.

26- Sabir« Ta'imah« *Extremism and Extremist Sects Among Islamists in Light of the
Salafist Creed*« 1st edition« (Madbouli Library« Egypts 2009.(

27- Abd al-Rahman Badawi« *Studies in Existential Philosophy*« (published by Al-
Mu'assasa al-Arabiyya li-Dirasat¢ 1st editionc 144 AH¢ 1980).

28- 1bn Arabi< Muhyiddin al-Hatimi al-Ta'i (d. 638 AH)« *Fusus al-Hikam*« edited and
annotated by Abu al-'Ala Afifi< 2nd ed. (Beirutc 1980.(

29- Ali Smeisem« *Interpretation of the Text among the Sufis: Ibn Arabi's *Fusus al-
Hikam™* as a Model* (Dar al-Safwa: Beirut< 2008.(

30- Abd al-Fattah Hamid Fuad< *The Sufi Philosophers of Islam and the Position of the
Sunnis towards Them* (Dar al-Wafa« 2016.(

31- Abd al-Fattah Imam« *Kierkegaard: Pioneer of Existentialism* (Dar al-Thagafa«
Baghdad« 1982.(

32- Abd al-Mun'im Hanafi« *The Sufi Encyclopedia: Prominent Figures of Sufism:«
Those Who Deny It< and Sufi Orders* (Dar al-Rushd« 1992). Abd al-Salam« Safaac
*True Existence in Heidegger*« 1st ed. (Al-Maaref Establishment« Alexandrias
2000.(

33- Abu al-Ala Afifi< *The Sufi Philosophy of Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi*« edited by Nihad
Khayyata« *A Study in the Sufi Experience* (Dar al-Maaref< 2007.(

34- Hashim Behbahani« *Sartre and Human Existentialism*« 1st ed. (Kuwait¢< 1955.(

35- Mustafa et al.« *Al-Mu'jam al-Wasit*« edited by the Arabic Language Academy:
Dar al-Da'wa« 2006.

36- Aisha« Saed Khalil< *Orthodox Judaism*« 1st ed. (Arab Media Center« academic
thesis« 2007.(

37- Fourthly/ Sources of Western Philosophy and Existentialism

38- Asin« Palacios« Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi: His Life< Doctrine« and Asceticism:
translated by Abd al-Rahman Badawi (Anglo-Egyptian Library« 1976(
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39- Angel Gonzalez Palencia¢« History of Andalusian Thought« translated from the
Spanish by Hussein Mu'nis (New Thought Philosophy Publisher< 2016(

40- Palencia< Angel Gonzalez« History of Andalusian Thought« translated from the
Spanish by Hussein Mu'nis (Religious Culture Library« Cairo« n.d(.

41- Palacios« Asin« Ibn Arabi: His Life and Doctrine (Anglo-Egyptian Library« Cairo«
1965(

42- John Ma Cory« Existentialism« translated by Imam Abd al-Fattah Imam (Dar al-
Thagafa Publishing and Distribution House« 1986)

43- Jean Wahl« Existential Philosophy (Beirut Publishing House« 1958(

44- Henry Corbin« Creative Imagination in the Sufism of Ibn Arabi (Al-Jamal
Publications¢ n.d(.

45- Jean-Paul Sartre« Existentialism is a Humanisme translated by Abdel Moneim Al-
Hanafi (Egyptian House Press« Cairo« 1964.(

46- Existentialism is a Humanism:« translated by Muhammad Najib Abdel Mawla« 1st
ed. (Muhammad Ali Publishing House« Tunis¢ 2012.(

47- Martin Heidegger« On Philosophy and Poetry: translated by Othman Amin« 1st ed.
(National House« Cairo« 1963.(

48- Fifth/Published Scientific Research:

49- Jassim Hassan Al-Anzi¢« Taleb Alwan Sal
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