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Abstract

This research addresses the distinction between the meanings of
words and their parsing. It examines how early Arabs dealt with this
matter, as it was among the most important aspects they recognized,
paid close attention to, and cared for. Those who failed to recognize this
distinction fell into linguistic errors and deviated from correct usage. The
first to mention this distinction was Ibn Jinni (d. 392 AH) in his book
«Al-Khasais» (The Characteristics). He confirmed that Sibawayh (d.
180 AH) also alluded to it in his book. This research demonstrates that
those who came after Ibn Jinni did not recognize or fully understand this
distinction, thus falling into error and failing to grasp Ibn Jinni>s intended
meaning, as evidenced in the works of commentators, grammarians, and

hadith scholars.
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