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Tax Revenues from the Tourism Sector and Their Impact

on Economic Development"

Asst. Dr. Maitham Khalaf Musa Al-Lami (Department of Geography, College :
of Education, Al-Mustansiriya University

Abstract

This research aims to understand the concept of religious tourism in Iraq
(the Arbaeen pilgrimage as a model), and to present recent proposals for a
tourist resident (Arbaeen visitor) fee project and its effectiveness in achieving
development. This is due to the Arbaeen pilgrimage's effective role in attracting
numerous tourists and visitors. The pilgrimage strengthens the spiritual relationship
between the individual and God. The impact of the blessed pilgrimage is not
limited to the economic, social, educational, and cultural spheres; it is also an
important source of hard currency, which improves and increases national income
while enhancing production and employment. The researchers used descriptive
and analytical methods, relying on data and information from the Ministry of
Planning/Central Statistical Organization, the General Tax Administration, the
General Administration of Tourism, data from the holy shrines of Imam Hussein
and al-Abbas, and relevant laws and directives. The research concluded that if
tourism fees are implemented, a dedicated department for tourism taxes should
be established immediately and given significant importance within the General
Directorate of Taxes. A qualified and competent cadre should be selected to

successfully implement the tourism tax.

Keywords: Arbaeen pilgrimage, religious tourism, tourist residents, tax

revenues
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