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Abstract

This article examines Arabic rhetoric as an integrated system
of knowledge that has been shaped through a historical process and
various cultural and intellectual transformations. It seeks to reinterpret
this system in light of the governing patterns that shaped its formation
and its rhetorical functions. The article begins with the premise that the
multiplicity of definitions of rhetoric among the ancients does not stem
from conceptual confusion, but rather from differing cultural contexts
and pragmatic situations. This resulted in diverse rhetorical systems that
later merged into more mature transformations, contributing to a more
precise understanding of the relationship between word and meaning,
and between the aesthetic and the functional meaninig.

The article highlights how rhetoric interacts with the discourse of
the soul through its aesthetic and tasteful dimensions, where enjoyment
and emotional impact are achieved through elegant composition,
harmonious sound, and coherent expressive structure. This makes
rhetoric an effective tool for engaging the recipient and maintaining
the texts vitality. Conversely, it reveals rhetorics engagement with
the discourse of reason by establishing an argumentative structure
based on inference, the arrangement of meanings, and consideration
of context and situation, thus making it a means of persuasion,
correcting misunderstanding, and constructing meaning. The article
emphasizes that the contributions of prominent figures in Arabic
rhetoric, particularly their theorization of composition, context, and the
exigencies of the situation, have transformed rhetoric from a descriptive
practice into a functional cognitive system that balances enjoyment and
persuasion, granting Arabic discourse the capacity for adaptation and
renewal. It is concluded that Arabic rhetoric, in its essence, is not a rigid
science or a closed heritage; rather it is a dynamic analytical apparatus
capable of absorbing the transformations of discourse and keeping pace
with the questions of modern criticism and linguistics, thus qualifying
it to operate within a contemporary scientific horizon that is open to

discussion in global linguistic research.
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