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Abstract:

This research examines the impact of the "Al-Majlis" program on the public
perception of the city of Basra among the Arab audience by analyzing the content of
episodes that featured the city. The study focuses on how Basra is portrayed as a
sports, cultural, and economic city, highlighting the key elements emphasized by the
program to enhance the city’s image among Arab viewers. A field study was
conducted with a sample of the Arab audience to measure the program’s effect on
their perception of Basra before and after watching the episodes. The research uses
tools such as questionnaires and personal interviews to analyze changes in mental
perceptions and identify factors influencing the improvement or alteration of the
general perceptions of the city. The researcher employed a descriptive-analytical
approach to classify the program’s episodes based on the areas of focus, and a
quantitative approach through surveys and interviews to collect data on the program’s
impact on the mental image of Basra. The study explores the media role of the "Al-
Majlis" program in directing attention towards Basra, particularly regarding major
sporting events, advanced infrastructure, and social and cultural projects. It also
proposes ways to enhance the media content of sports programs to strengthen the
positive image of Arab cities. The study concluded that "Al-Majlis" contributed
positively to improving the Arab perception of Basra, and that there are significant
opportunities to leverage sports programs in the media to enhance the cultural and
economic identity of cities. The study suggests strategies to strengthen and develop
this impact, making it an effective tool in building a positive mental image for cities.
Keywords: Al-Majlis Program, Media Impact, Arab Perception, Basra City, Field
Study, Public Trends.
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