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Abstract: Summary: International criminal responsibility of
leaders focuses on holding political and military commanders
accountable for international crimes, whether committed
personally or through their subordinates. These crimes include
war crimes, crimes against humanity, genocide, and the crime of
aggression. This responsibility is grounded in the Geneva
Conventions and their Additional Protocols, customary
international law, and the Rome Statute of the International
Criminal Court, which affirms the principle of individual
responsibility, both direct and indirect. Direct responsibility arises
when a leader commits, plans, or orders the commission of
crimes, while indirect responsibility arises when a leader fails to
prevent or punish crimes committed by subordinates, provided
the elements of knowledge and effective control are established.

International criminal tribunals, such as the ICTY and the ICTR,
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have developed precise standards for establishing command
responsibility, including concepts of complicity and joint criminal
enterprise. This framework reinforces the principle of ending
impunity for leaders, ensures respect for international
humanitarian law and human rights, and serves as a deterrent to

promote international justice and prevent future violations.
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