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Abstract

The paratexts surrounding a literary text are among the first
entry points that determine how the text is read. In addition to their
pragmatic value, their diverse representations—from iconic forms and
titles to introductory prefaces—help to indicate the cultural references
of the text. These references play a fundamental role in guiding the
readens interpretation toward the semantic intentions of the discourse.
Furthermore, they help to identify intertextual sources, which typically
aid in understanding the text through the authors direct references
to their discourse or through quotations that refer to the source with
which the discourse interacts. This is evident in Ayman Al-Atoums
paratexts, where the extensive use of religious intertextuality in general,
and Qupanic intertextuality in particular, reveals the most important
cultural references for the themes explored in his novels. After presenting
the most important concepts upon which the study relies, the research
attempts to identify the most significant paratexts in which religious
discourse is manifested. This is observed in some book covers and main
titles, as well as in the dedication and prefaces prefaces of some novels.
The study focused on tracing the aesthetics of this use and its impact on
Ayman al-Atounvs narrative text and structure, as well as its effectiveness
in opening up the text>s meanings and its primary purpose.

Keywords: Paratexts, Religious Intertextuality, Novel, Ayman al-Atoum
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