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Abstract:

Recent studies have emphasized that students demonstrate greater retention and
improved performance when learning collaboratively through interaction,
consultation, discussion, and exchange of ideas, compared to learning individually.
This study aimed to investigate the impact of the “Think-Pair-Share” strategy on
acquiring selected fundamental handball skills among students, as well as to examine
the differences between pre- and post-test results of the experimental and control
groups regarding critical thinking and the mastery of these skills. The research
population was intentionally defined as second-year morning students at the College
of Physical Education and Sports Sciences, University of Kirkuk, for the academic
year 2024-2025, totaling 173 students distributed across three sections: Section A
(54 students), Section B (57 students), and Section C (60 students). The sample
comprised Sections A and B, with 20 students from each section randomly selected
(via lottery) to form an experimental group and a control group, totaling 40 students,
representing 23.12% of the population. The findings revealed that employing the
“Think-Pair-Share” strategy had a direct and significant effect on students’
acquisition of the targeted handball skills. Based on these outcomes, the researchers
recommend the incorporation of the “Think-Pair-Share” strategy as an effective
instructional method that positions the student at the center of the learning process.
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