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Abstract

China has made Africa its focus, and this interest is particularly evident in Djibouti, manifesting in several
dimensions, most notably the political and economic ones. This extends beyond the political sphere to include
security and geopolitical dimensions. The beginning of Sino-Djiboutian relations can be summarized as
occurring around January 8, 1979. Since then, the African arena has witnessed significant Chinese political
relations and dominance in key regions of the continent, evolving from limited political ties to a strong strategic
partnership. Political relations between China and Djibouti are highlighted by the exchange of visits, especially
during important events. In 2014, high-level Chinese political delegations visited Djibouti, emphasizing the
development of relations between the two countries. These visits were repeated in 2016 and 2019. On the
Djiboutian side, President Ismail Omar Guelleh made frequent visits to China, most notably in 2001, 2006, 2012,
and 2017. In the economic field, cooperation between China and Djibouti has been characterized by several joint
projects, as a number of public facilities such as the People's Palace, hospitals, government buildings, a stadium
and medical clinics, etc., have been implemented under the umbrella of (Belt and Road). This is in addition to
investments and debts, as China has invested about $14 billion in Djibouti, and Chinese debts constitute a
considerable percentage of the country's external debt, between (45% and 70%), in addition to other relations
that included other multiple aspects, which we will talk about during this research .
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