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Abstract ]

This research examines in-depth and extensively the role of the modern educational institution in shaping
national identity in Egypt and Algeria during the period (1920-1962). The analysis is based on the radical
contrast between the model of indirect British domination in Egypt and the model of French settler colonialism
in Algeria. The research demonstrates that the primary function of education in Egypt was to prepare the
bureaucratic and political elite to lead the constitutional state. This produced a liberal, reformist elite. On the
other hand, national education in Algeria became a mechanism for cultural and revolutionary survival in the face
of the policy of forced Francization and the suppression of identity, producing a revolutionary nationalist elite.
The research relies on a comprehensive comparative approach that combines historical and social analysis,
examining the most in-depth details related to legal structures. Curriculum content, student activism tactics (such
as strikes and joining the revolution), and the role of parallel religious institutions. The findings confirm that
education not only shapes identity, but also determines the path of national liberation and the shape of the post-
independence state. Keywords: Modern education, national identity, Egypt, Algeria, British occupation, French
colonialism, cultural hegemony, student activism, educational curricula, cultural resistance.
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