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Criminal policy in combating money laundering in Iraqi law

Abstract:

This research aims to analyze the legal and penal foundations adopted by the Iraqi legislator in
combating the phenomenon of money laundering, considered one of the most serious crimes
affecting the national economy and the state's financial stability. The research's importance stems
from the fact that money laundering poses a direct challenge to economic reform efforts and the
fight against corruption, in addition to its close link to money laundering and the financing of illicit
activities. This makes combating it a national imperative to ensure the protection of public funds
and enhance public trust in legal institutions. The research adopted a dual methodology, combining
an analytical approach to present Iraqi legal texts and a comparative approach to trace the most
prominent comparative legislative, jurisprudential, and judicial trends, along with a descriptive
approach to demonstrate the impact of money laundering on economic security. The study yielded
several results, most notably that the Iraqi legislative framework faces gaps that necessitate
strengthening institutional coordination and developing financial investigation tools. It also
revealed that penalties need to be more graduated and flexible to achieve both general and specific
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deterrence. Furthermore, international cooperation still requires more effective mechanisms to
ensure the rapid exchange of information and the recovery of laundered funds. This summary
outlines the research's general overview and its main conclusions.

Keywords: Criminal policy, money laundering, Iraqi law, judiciary, civil society organizations
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