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Abstract

This study examines doctrinal rhetoric in pulpit discourse as a disciplined method for constructing
faith-based meanings within a coherent argumentative path. Rather than merely transmitting doctrinal
information, the sermon is approached as a persuasive structure shaped by context (magam) and
audience diversity. The research integrates a conceptual foundation with an applied framework: it
outlines key governing concepts that regulate the relationship between creed, eloquence, and
argumentation, then moves to the procedural architecture of the pulpit argument—formulating the core
claim, arranging premises and conclusions, designing transitions, and concluding in a way that serves
the sermon’s devotional and ethical aims. The study further highlights major rhetorical tools in doctrinal
preaching: scriptural evidence with attention to context and meaning, controlled analogy and
exemplification for clarifying unseen realities, regulated metaphors, selective use of Arabic literary
heritage as a supportive (not constitutive) proof, and rational/cosmic reasoning when presented through
a well-ordered semantic structure. Finally, it frames debate ethics within pulpit delivery, arguing that
intellectual integrity, scholarly honesty, and emotionally balanced persuasion are essential conditions
for transforming sermons into guidance-oriented discourse rather than self-centered polemics. The study
concludes that doctrinal preaching effectiveness is measured by methodological soundness, structural
coherence, and prudent deployment of evidence and rhetorical devices to cultivate conviction and
practical moral impact.
Keywords: doctrinal rhetoric, pulpit discourse, argumentation, sermon structure, debate ethics,
persuasive strategies, Arabic rhetoric.
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