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Abstract

This research study attempts to highlight the fantastic and the
marvelous aspects in the novel “The Chalk Gate”, in accordance with
the modernist revolution in narrative fiction. This revolution involves a
departure from the traditional and a shift towards the modernist, which
opens the way for narrative possibilities in all their forms and themes,
plunging it into the realms of imagination through transgression and a
celebration of magic and fantastical, even bizarre, atmospheres.

“The Chalk Gate” is one of the novels that share this departure
from the familiar to the unfamiliar, while simultaneously arousing
freedom, doubt, ambiguity, and suspicion in both the reader and the
characters within the literary work. It addresses the dialectic of life and
death through a fantastical and wondrous lens, transitioning from a
world filled with death, destruction, and conflict to a more beautiful and
better world through virtual gateways that facilitate the passage through
seven realms, according to the concept of “Fantastique”. The novel
represents an endless form of renewal and artistic creativity in expressing
the familiar in an unfamiliar way. This is achieved through the invention
of new mechanisms that necessarily contribute to training the readers
taste to challenge the prevailing norms in expressing these mechanisms.
The truly creative novelist is the one who skilfully manipulates these
mechanisms.

The fantastic and the marvellous are among the prominent
experimental and literary phenomena that have occupied the spaces of the
contemporary Arabic novel, giving it an artistic and aesthetic dimension.
This is accomplished by breaking with everything familiar, realistic, and
natural, and creating another parallel world—albeit imagined, yet also
real and possible. This simultaneously evokes bewilderment, wonder, and
hesitation in the reader>s mind, compelling them to delve into the depths
of the text to discover its profound and obscure aspects. Therefore, the
fantastic or wondrous art is not a modern genre or narrative technique,
but rather its roots extend to ancient narratives with which it intertwines
and dissolves, most notably religious stories, myths, folk tales, and Sufi
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narratives. Furthermore, it represents a characteristic of the ancient

Arabic narrative tradition, particularly the tales of One Thousand and
One Nights and the collection of popular epics.

Given the unique nature and objective importance of this genre of
literature, we chose to delve into it to uncover the impact of its thematic
and artistic dimensions and to explore its application through the novel
«The Chalk Gate» by the Iraqi writer Ahmed Saadawi, under the title
«The Fantastic and the Marvelous Aspects in the Novel “The Chalk
Gate”. We adopted an analytical and interpretive approach that serves
both the thematic and artistic aspects. To fully grasp the subject and |
address all its facets, we developed a plan that attempted to identify the
most important theoretical and applied aspects related to the topic of the
fantastic and the marvelous. This necessitated dividing the research into:
First: An Introduction to the Concept of the fantastic and the Marvellous:
This section defines the concept of the fantastic and the marvelous and
outlines its most important foundations.

Second: The first section (An Objective Reading of the Novel

The Chalk Gate): This section identifies the themes that the writer
addressed in his novel in a fantastical and marvelous manner.
Third: The second section (A Study of the Artistic Structure of the Novel
“The Chalk Gate”: This section identifies the artistic aspects that the
writer employed in constructing the novel. The novel is structured in a
wondrous and fantastical manner.

Conclusion: Here we present the most important findings we
reached through our research into the fantastic and the wondrous in
this novel.

Sources and References

In conclusion, we hope that we have succeeded in identifying the
most important aspects that the author (Ahmed Saadawi) relied upon in
his novel (The Chalk Gate) to produce it in this wondrous and fantastical

form.
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