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Abstract

This research discusses British ambitions in the Arabian Gulf region, particularly economic and commercial
ambitions in this strategically important area of the world. The region has witnessed significant political,
economic, and social developments throughout modern and contemporary history due to its location and
commercial importance as a strategic center for European countries.Ottoman ambitions toward the Arabian Gulf
also played a role in the competition between regional and international powers vying for control of the
region.The Ottoman Empire's interest in the Arabian Gulf dates back to the 16th century when it dispatched
naval campaigns to counter the British invasion that had seized control of the region. The Ottomans capitalized
on the Islamic bond uniting the inhabitants of the Arabian Gulf with the Ottomans in confronting European
expansion, as well as exploiting the widespread resentment and bitterness among the population resulting from
the Portuguese policies of killing, destruction, and continuous warfare. The Ottoman influence during the 17th
and 18th centuries quickly weakened and became nominally confined to the Arabian Gulf. This was due to
internal Ottoman affairs, wars in Europe, and the rise of opposition movements in most of its provinces, which
diverted its attention from the Gulf emirates. This facilitated European intervention, and Britain succeeded in
controlling the region during the 19th century, exploiting the rivalries among its rulers. Britain took several
measures, most notably concluding treaties with the Gulf emirates to secure its interests in the regionThe Anglo-
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Ottoman rivalry in the Arabian Gulf region began in the second half of the 19th century, as the Ottomans turned
their attention to the region to counter British influence, which extended from the Indian subcontinent to the
Arabian Gulf.Keywords: Arabian Gulf, Britain, Ottoman Empire.
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