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Article information Abstract
Received : 20/8/2025 The aim of the research is to present a study on the Byzantine
Revised 9/9/2025 influences on the army and navy during the Umayyad era (41

Accepted : 7/10/2025 AH-132 AH/ 661 AD - 750 AD), by highlighting the extent
Published 1/3/2026 to which the Umayyad military structure was influenced by

Keywords: the Byzantine model, as a result of the direct and continuous
army, Byzantine, Umayyad, contact between the two statesThe Umayyads were deeply
weapons, military influenced by the Byzantine theme system, which was
equipment, combat clearly reflected in the establishment of the Umayyad system
methods, navy, fleet of armies and frontiers, whereby soldiers were stationed,
Correspondence: supplies were provided, and support was provided at border
Khalida salman points, establishing a permanent defensive system. The
www.khalida.ibrahim@uod.ac Umayyads also adopted a flexible combat organization

derived from the system of karadis and khamis, which gave
them a high capacity for deployment and expanded combat
activity. This influence extended to include the use of heavy
weapons such as catapults and war tanks, in addition to the
adoption of reconnaissance and information gathering
networks as part of the mechanisms of indirect military
organization, along with the activation of military mail to
ensure rapid communication between the leadership and
sites.

In the naval field, Byzantine expertise was reflected in the
methods of organizing fleets and building ships, especially
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in the use of the shawani and darmun ships, in addition to the
understanding of naval landing strategies and confronting
Greek fire, which enabled the Umayyad state to establish an
effective naval force capable of confronting Byzantine naval
superiority in the eastern Mediterranean
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