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Abstract
This research examines the novel «Shrougiya» (A term refers to
people from southern Iraq and carries social and cultural connotations)
by the Iraqi novelist Shawqi Karim as a narrative model reflecting the
Iraqi reality with all its social and psychological transformations after
the occupation. The study begins with the central hypothesis that the
relationship between character and time in the novel is complex and

not constructed according to a traditional sequence, but rather through

an interwoven narrative structure in which timelines intertwine and
narrative voices merge, revealing a crisis of identity and collective
consciousness.

The research was divided into a theoretical introduction and two
applied sections. Theintroduction focused on the concept of narrative and
narrative structure, and the interplay between character and time in the
novel. The first section examined the temporal structure of the novel by
analyzing temporal techniques such as flashback, foreshadowing, pause,
scene, and repetition, drawing on the theories of the Russian Formalists
and Gérard Genette. The second section focused on character analysis
and development, particularly that of «The Boy from the South,» who
forms the central axis of the text and whose psychological and social
trajectory reveals the tragedy of the Iraqi people.

The research concluded that ‘Shrougiya’ presents a non-linear narrative

based on the deconstruction of internal time, and that her narrative
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tools contribute to constructing a symbolic confessional discourse that

represents the memory of pain and suffering.

Keywords: Narrative, Narrative Structure, Shrougiya, Temporal

Structure, Characters
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