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Abstract :

This research aims to examine the interrogative style in the Qur’an in light of pragmatic
analysis, considered as a linguistic approach concerned with studying language in context
and uncovering the communicative intentions underlying interrogative structures. The study
is based on the hypothesis that questioning in the Qur’an is not limited to seeking
understanding or information; rather, it goes beyond that to perform multiple pragmatic
functions related to context, situation, the relationship between speaker and addressee, and

the requirements of the communicative setting.

The study adopts an analytical method, drawing on the achievements of modern
pragmatics. It discusses the emergence and significance of pragmatics and explores its
presence in the works of Arab scholars and rhetoricians, particularly Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani.
The research also addresses the pragmatic dimension of interrogation and provides a
summary of Qur’anic interrogatives, which vary between literal and figurative forms. It
concludes that most Qur’anic interrogatives tend toward indirect pragmatic meanings, such
as rhetorical (confirmatory), negational, exclamatory, and reproachful questions, among

others.

The study further examines speech act theory, offering a brief overview of speech acts
in the Arab rhetorical tradition, and a more detailed discussion of speech acts in Western
scholarship, particularly in the works of John L. Austin and John Searle. The research
benefits from the Arabic rhetorical heritage in analyzing the figurative and performative

dimensions of interrogative constructions.
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