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Abstract:
This research examines the role of strategic planning in achieving urban balance within the urban system of Salah
al-Din Governorate, Iraq. The study addresses spatial and service imbalances resulting from the absence of a
strategic vision in distributing population and activities, leading to development concentration in specific centers
and the emergence of informal growth patterns.The research adopted a descriptive-analytical methodology,
employing the "Entropy Index" and the "Urban Isostatic Index" to analyze population data for the years (1997,
2007,2018, and 2024) . The results revealed a severe structural urban imbalance in recent years, with the Entropy
Index recording a very high value in 2024 (-14.552), reflecting intense population concentration in cities like
(Samarra, Tikrit, and Al-Shirqat) at the expense of smaller towns. The research aims to develop a future vision

that promotes spatial justice and ensures fair distribution of services to achieve sustainable urban development.
Keywords :Strategic Planning, Urban Balance, Entropy Index, Spatial Justice
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