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Abstract

This study aims to examine how the concept of the “internal other” is represented in Arab culture through three
marginalized groups: the sa ‘alik (social outcasts), women, and the illegitimate child (/agif). These groups are
not considered entirely outside the community; rather, they are part of it, yet culturally and morally framed in
ways that marginalize them.The research begins with a theoretical framework that clarifies key concepts such
as identity, belonging, the Other, and marginalization. The study is then divided into three main sections:The
first explores the sa ‘alik as a symbol of internal rebellion. The second examines representations of women as a
gendered Other, burdened with symbolic meanings that reinforce patriarchal dominance. The third focuses on
the /aqit as the most troubling form of the internal Other, due to the complex issues it raises around lineage,
belonging, and the formation of identiKeywords: The Other, Marginalized, Identity, Sa ‘alik (Outcasts), Lagit

(Illegitimate Child)
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